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the	Moldovan	government	 is	 interested	 in	maintaining	 the	best	possible	
relations	with	its	western	neighbour,	and	in	suppressing	and	minimising	
any	tensions	between	them.	If	pro-Russian	groups	take	power	in	Moldova,	

















•	 For	 years	Romania	has	 declared	 that	Moldova	 is	 a	 priority	 of	 its	 foreign	





























towards	Western	 structures	 and	has	 been	 effective	 in	 its	 actions,	 its	 ef-
fectiveness	in	other	areas	of	bilateral	cooperation	remains	negligible.	The	
technical	 support	Bucharest	has	 given	 is	 less	 than	necessary,	 and	 infra-
structure	projects	have	been	seriously	delayed,	as	a	result	of	problems	in	
coordinating	actions	among	the	relevant	ministries,	among	other	 issues.	















































pose	a	 threat	 to	Russian	 interests.	The	narrative	of	unification	also	rais-
es	 tensions	among	Moldova’s	 ethnic	minorities	 (primarily	 in	 the	Gagauz	
Autonomy,	which	 is	 traditionally	 antipathetic	 towards	 Romanians),	 and	
makes	the	relationship	with	the	authorities	of	the	breakaway	Transnistria	
more	difficult.




























































conştiinţa	 publică	 românească	 at	 http://www.fundatia.ro/sites/default/files/Studiu%20
























































































































































































































12	 A.	Ţăranu,	Голод в Молдове (1946–1947).	Cборник документов.	Chișinau	1993,	p.	10.
















































































































































position	 from	representatives	of	 the	Russian-speaking	minorities	 living	 in	































































































































































































29	 During	President	Vladimir	Voronin’s	first	 official	 visit	 to	Bucharest	 in	May	2001,	he	 an-






Moldova%20%281998-2008%29.pdf,	p.	 15.)	After	his	 return	 to	Chișinau,	Voronin	publicly	
























































































































































II. FacTors aFFecTIng BIlaTeral relaTIons





































































































































































































































































































































52	 See	Marta	 Jaroszewicz,	Kamil	Całus,	Moldova:	 a	year	 after	 the	 introduction	of	 the	visa-



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































v. The sTaTe oF romanIan-moldovan secTorIal 
cooperaTIon





























































































































































































































































































































































































a	report	funded	from	the	EU	budget	entitled	Preparatory activities. Culture in 































































vI.  The Idea oF unIFyIng moldova wITh romanIa













































































































































































90	 In	 November	 2014	 Iohannis	 admitted	 publicly	 that	 he	 had	 never	 visited	 Chișinau	 or	
Chernivtsi.	 This	 statement	was	met	with	 public	 criticism,	 and	 intensified	 a	wave	 of	 al-




































































































95	 When	asked	about	his	attitude	 to	union	 in	an	 interview	 in	March	2010,	Mihail	Ghimpu,	
as	acting	president	of	Moldova,	replied	evasively:	“There	are	problems	that	can	be	solved	





















































































































































































































































































































































































































Work on this text was completed in June 2015
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Map 1.	The	Principality	of	Moldavia	and	Wallachia	at	the	turn	of	the	19th	century
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Map 2.	Borders	of	Romania	in	the	1930s,	the	so-called	‘Great	Romania’
D
an
ub
e
Pru
t
Dnies
ter
Bl
ac
k 
Se
a
Cl
uj
Ta
rg
u 
M
ur
eș
Br
aș
ov
A
lb
a 
Iu
lia
Pl
oi
eș
ti
Co
ns
ta
nț
a
Ia
și
Bă
lți
Ch
iș
in
ău B
en
de
ry
Cr
ai
ov
a
Ti
m
iș
oa
ra
Su
ce
av
a
Ch
er
ni
vt
si Bu
ch
ar
es
t
Ti
ra
sp
ol
H
ot
im
O
de
ss
a
Ce
ta
te
a 
A
lb
ă
(A
ke
rm
an
)
PO
LA
N
D
C
ZE
C
H
O
SL
O
VA
K
IA
H
U
N
G
A
R
Y
SE
R
B
IA
B
U
LG
A
R
IA
R
O
M
A
N
IA
U
SS
R
67
O
SW
 S
TU
D
IE
S 
 0
9/
20
15
Map 3.	Contemporary	Romania	and	Moldova
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